To the AMAZING students of Hachinohe:
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Hudson, Maggie, and I are sad not to be with you all today, but we are glad that you
are all safe! You all are our ichiban and safety is very important. We will see you next
year! It is important to us, because you students, teachers, city staff, and all the people
of Hachinohe have our hearts! I wanted to still include you in the Miniboat Program this

year, our miniboats wouldn’t be the same without your amazing art.
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We have a mantra in the Miniboat Program, the cooler something is the harder it is, and
just because things are hard, doesn’t mean you should give up. You may fail, but real
character is what you do with that fail. We dust ourselves off and try again. It's called

perseverance!
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So when I thought about this school year, miniboats seemed impossible. But then the
museum discussed how letting this program be consumed by the virus was not in line
with our mantra. Teachers we begging for more hands on programming, they told us,

we need the Museum’s Miniboat Program more than ever now.
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We moved out department planning meeting and class lessons to Zoom and raised the
money to build a Mobile Miniboat Makerspace (TRAILER) that brings the construction
aspect directly to our students, no matter where they are (even their house). Yes, this
is hard, slightly crazy, and it take a lot more energy and time. But just like all of our
education programs it cool, it’s inspiring and it's needed more than ever now.

Now the world faces a challenging situation, but we will never give up. We will keep
trying. Today, I hope you will paint the sales to express the strong will of the Miniboat

Program and our friendship.
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To the graduating 6th graders, we have known you since you were little 3rd graders
and hopefully those miniboats you made that first year, just like the kasagi will float
across the Pacific Ocean and arrive this March, right when you are graduating. We hope
that you always remember the miniboats and know that you are what makes Hachinohe
the best place in all of Japan. Study hard in middle school and remember this is not
sayonara, it's jaa nel
Sincerely,
Nate
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